
The Sun Rises...
An Explorers Festival of Deaf Arts

Join us for our
Explorers Festival of Arts.

Be inspired by
our visually stunning, provocative
and inspirational artists who will 

connect you to deaf arts
in breathtaking and

exciting ways....

Come to one, two or all three of our festival events in October 2013!

Sunrise
Meet the Deaf Explorers
for storytelling
11 October, 7pm
Tickets £7
For a creative, provocative and 
inspiring evening of storytelling, 
hosted by the insanely talented 
Jason Sharpe. You’ll get to meet 
6 big artists, all jostling for centre 
stage.

Cultural Boundaries
11 October - 14 November
9:30am - 4:30pm
FREE

Exhibition of paintings and 
art installation by Rubbena 
Aurangzeb-Taqir, a British born 
artist who explores cultural 
differences through her work. 

Sunset
Showtime! 
18 October, 7pm
Tickets £10

The culmination of the festival - 
the Explorers invite you to join 
them for an extravaganza of 
comedy, dance, music, poetry 
and much more....



     About Explorers

Explorers is a deaf arts initiative, funded by Arts Council England West 
Midlands and developed by The Deaf Cultural Centre. The Deaf Explorers 
Programme supported six deaf artists to develop their skills creatively by 
exploring collaborations with other artists around the world, then using their 
new skills to create a body of work that could be presented at the Deaf Cultural 
Centre and other arts venues around the country.

As part of the qualifying process, we invited deaf artists to apply for funding, 
challenging them to present proposals that would stretch their artistic practice, 
encouraging them to be inspired by international artists. The response was 
brilliant with extremely high quality proposals from the West Midlands & across 
the UK.

The Festival of Deaf Arts we are showcasing here today is the result of our 
intrepid explorer’s international travel and research.  Explorers provide a 
wealth of high quality creativity to arts organisations, and venues. We hope 
networking, collaborations, commissions and grants follow. 

We believe Explorers will open doors for deaf audiences, by creating spaces and 
events where Deaf people, hearing people & hard of hearing people can all mix 
and socialize together and learn more and explore more about Deaf culture.  

If you are an arts organisation or promoter and wish to support the Explorers 
Programme, we would love to hear from you.



COME WITH US ON A JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY....

Meet our 6 explorers, amazingly talented deaf artisans who travelled the 
world looking for inspiration and knowledge and a greater understanding of 
their art form.
Learn how travel changed the artists’ creative process, leading to new 
works for wider audiences.
View a collection of artwork and an inspired art installation, from renowned 
artist Rubbena Aurangzeb-Tariq, whose work focuses on seeing beyond 
pervasive cultural stereotypes.
Join us for an entertaining evening of poetry, music, dance, stand up 
comedy, theatre and visual arts.

BUY TICKETS
There are a number of ways you can get tickets for these events:

BUY TICKETS DIRECT FROM THE DEAF CULTURAL CENTRE
Telephone: 0121 246 6100
Email Lisa.davies@bid.org.uk

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
Go to Eventbrite and buy your ticket online. 
Search for Deaf Cultural Centre

GENERAL INFORMATION:
All events suitable for audiences over the age of 12

All events take place at the Deaf Cultural Centre, Ladywood Road, 
Birmingham, B16 8SZ

Doors open for evening performances at 6:30pm



PROGRAMME 

Friday 11 October
Show start 7:00pm

SUNRISE - MEET THE DEAF EXPLORERS FOR STORYNIGHT

Join us for an entertaining evening with the madly talented Jason Sharpe, a 
brilliant and funny poet. Jason will host an evening of stories by deaf explorers. 
Find out about their travels, and the deaf people they met along the way. 
Story night will have something for everyone and promises to be a creative, 
provocative and inspiring evening.

7:00pm Meet your brilliant and funny host, Jason Sharpe.

7:10pm Learn how Bollywood is experienced from an Indian Deaf 
Perspective - Rubbena Aurangzeb-Tariq.

7:30pm Semhar Beyene and Billy Read tell us how Street dance troupe 
Def Motion explored the Orient.

7:40pm Flautist, Ruth Montgomery reflects on her work to change 
perceptions of how deaf people access music.

8:00pm INTERVAL

8:20pm BSL poet, Donna Williams talks about exploring spoken BSL 
poetry. 

8:35pm Comedian Rinkoo Barpaga will have you in stitches telling you 
about his first gig in New York.

8:50pm END

Ticket Price: £7



Friday, 11 October - Thursday, 14 November
ART EXHIBITION
Open daily: 9am - 4:30pm

RUBBENA AURANGZEB-TARIQ: CULTURAL BOUNDARIES

We are delighted to present the work of Rubbena Aurangzeb-Tariq, a British 
born artist from a Muslim Pakistani background. Rubbena’s work explores 
cultural differences and tensions – drawing together western and eastern 
elements.

Rubbena’s recent work has been inspired by her involvement in Deaf Explorer 
which has enabled her to research Bollywood and Indian culture and take a fresh 
direction in the development of her art.

Her paintings produced during this time contain abstracted forms of hearing aids 
and ear moulds floating within a visually ‘noisy’ background of colours. 

This new work will be presented alongside “Unheard until Marriage” 2011, an 
art installation dealing with the problematic nature in mainstream societies of 
not seeing beyond pervasive cultural stereotypes of Asian women’s culture, 
disability and deafness to achieve a deeper understanding of Deaf Asian 
women’s’ real life experience.

Ticket Price: FREE EVENT



PROGRAMME 

Friday 18 October
Show start 7:00pm

SUNSET - DEAF EXPLORERS PERFORM FOR YOU...
AN EXTRAVAGANZA OF COMEDY, POETRY, MUSIC AND DANCE

7:00pm Host - Comedian Rinkoo Barpaga gets the party started!

7:10pm Ruth Montgomery - Flautist - music in a deaf way

7:30pm Billy Read and Semhar Beyene - all deaf dance crew Def 
Motion show us their moves

7:40pm Donna Williams - Poet

8:00pm INTERVAL

8:25pm Rinkoo Barpaga - back on stage

8:35pm Mrs. Deaf Boys, performed by DeDrama, directed by 
Mary-Jayne Russell de Clifford.

9:05pm END

Ticket Price: £10



     About the Artists

Rinkoo Barpaga
Rinkoo is an emerging artist born and raised in Birmingham. In 2002 he began performing 
as a BSL story teller achieving success in London and Scotland. His friends encouraged him 
for nearly a decade to become a stand up comedian. His comedy style is influenced by Black 
American stand up comedians such as Eddie Murphy, Richard Pryor, Dave Chappelle, Kevin 
Hart and Katt Williams.

Ruth Montgomery
Profoundly deaf from birth, Ruth is a musician, teacher, workshop facilitator and visual artist 
who has graduated with a music degree, majoring in flute performance at the Royal Welsh 
College of Music.  As a flautist and artist she works with both music and image, creating 
pictures and using visual film media. The Deaf Explorers project enabled her to travel to New 
York to meet Christine Sun Kim to learn how she uses technology to access music, and ways 
of interpreting music. Music can easily be seen as inaccessible to deaf people and Ruth wants 
to change that perception. 

Billy Reed & Semhar Beyene - Def Motion
Def Motion hope to positively influence the lives of young people, who may never have had 
total access to the performing arts. In their work, they create original material as well as 
re-creating classic Michael Jackson choreography to deliver live performances and dance 
workshops. They aspire to focus on exploring different dance practices in a deaf capacity, 
where all performers are deaf or hard of hearing, learning how to perform with, and without 
oral abilities.

Rubbena Aurangzeb-Tariq
Rubbena is a Deaf British Muslim artist based in London who has been exhibiting her 
paintings and mixed-media installation pieces since 1992. Her work is abstract and 
encourages the viewer to feel a sense of freedom to explore and find meaning.  Rubbena’s 
recent work has been inspired by her involvement in Deaf Explorer which has enabled her to 
research Bollywood and Indian culture and take a fresh direction in the development of her 
art.

Mary-Jayne Russell de Clifford - DeDrama
Mary-Jayne has been a freelance Drama Leader and Drama Facilitator since she graduated 
from the University of Reading studying Theatre Arts, Education and Deaf Studies in 2005. 
She is profoundly deaf since birth. Mary-Jayne wants to break down the barriers to interact 
with deaf and hearing communities.  She plans to tour with DeDrama across the UK.

Donna Williams
Donna is a British Sign Language poet who loves poetry and believes sign language poetry 
is beautiful and expressive. In 2012, Donna was part of ‘Signing Hands across the Water’, 
where she met, shared ideas and performed with American Sign Language poets. She was 
intrigued that the ASL poets both had a voiceover provided by interpreters that they had 
established working relationships with, whilst none of the BSL poets did. She is interested in 
the exploration of spoken BSL poetry and wonders if a ‘perfect balance’ could be achieved 
whereby sign language poems are understood and enjoyed by all, irrespective of previous 
knowledge of sign language. 



Festival of Deaf Arts
Deaf Cultural Centre, Ladywood Road

Birmingham, B16 8SZ

 

Donna Williams

Ruth Montgomery

Rubbena Aurangzeb-Tariq

Billy Read 
& Semhar Beyene

Mary-Jayne
Russell de Clifford

Rinkoo Barpaga


